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REST IN PEACE, MR S R NATHAN

Singapore’s Sixth President, Mr S R Nathan passed away 
on 22 August 2016. He was cremated on 26 August 2016 
after being accorded a State Funeral. Mr Nathan had 

been President for 12 years from September 1999 and stood 
down from the post on 31 August 2011.

The Hindu Endowments Board and the Hindu Advisory Board 
deeply mourn the loss and expresses its heartfelt condolences 
to Mrs Nathan and the family.

Mr S R Nathan And HEB
Mr Nathan served as the Chairman of the Hindu Endowments Board (HEB) from 1983 

to 1988. His contributions to the Indian community were shared by several leaders in their 
condolence messages on the social media and at the State Funeral during their eulogies.

A close friend and former Chairman of the Hindu Advisory Board, Mr Gopinath Pillai 
recounted that the Late S R Nathan’s priorities for HEB were clear. “He wanted to get the 
accounts up to date because we were handling money from a large number of devotees. 
He brought in an excellent finance member who not only cleaned up the accounts, but also 
instituted strict measures to ensure there were no leakages,” said Mr Pillai.

Mr Pillai had also once asked the Late S R Nathan why he had agreed to be Chairman of 
HEB. “He explained that in the political arena, there were credible Indian ministers who had 
won the respect of all races. He thought the various Indian institutions should also be credible. 
It was incumbent on those who have succeeded to be involved in the running community 
organisations. He felt strongly that those who have done well should not cut themselves off 
from their respective communities,” said Mr Pillai.

Mr Nathan unveiling a plaque at the Maha- 
kumbabishegam of Sri Sivan Temple

Mr Nathan with HEB and HAB members

Mr Nathan was also mindful of religious sensitivities said Mr Pillai. “Once every 12 years, 
large amounts are spent to refresh Hindu temples – the belief is that this is necessary to 
maintain the temple’s divine powers. When I suggested discontinuing this practice, Mr Nathan 
advised me not to change established traditions. He reminded me that our task was to run an 
efficient system, not to tinker with people’s beliefs,” pointed out Mr Pillai in his moving eulogy 
at the State Funeral held at the University Cultural Centre.
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HEB-HAB’s Tribute
Both the Hindu Endowments Board and the Hindu Advisory Board jointly issued a special 

tribute to Mr S R Nathan upon announcement of his death by the Prime Minister’s Office on 
22 August 2016.

“Service to Man is Service to God”
It was based on this overriding motto and fervent belief, that Mr Nathan fulfilled his social 

and community roles through the Hindu Endowments Board and other Indian organisations, 
to which he had lent his extensive expertise and time.

Mr Nathan began his career as a social worker with an innate passion to do community 
service for the benefit of all Singaporeans. This was seen in the many projects he launched 
before, during and after his term as the sixth President of Singapore.

Mr Nathan took a particularly keen interest in the functions of the Hindu Endowments 
Board, its temples and its social and community objectives. He felt it was important for the 
Board, as a religious body, to play an active role in the promotion of inter-religious and inter-
racial harmony. Hindu Endowments Board thus became a founding member of the Inter-
Religious Organisation (IRO) where Mr Nathan was the Patron. With the introduction of 
the MRT system in the 1980s and the related revised land use planning, Mr Nathan was 
instrumental in the proper relocation of two of the Board’s temples – ensuring that the Hindu 
community’s religious needs continued to be fulfilled.

During Mr Nathan’s tenure at the Hindu Endowments Board, foundations for strengthening 
governance and accounting standards for the Board’s operating units were laid – bringing 
to focus strong public sector ethos and practices. Likewise, encouraging our young to come 
forward to serve was something Mr Nathan believed in and he helped groom a new generation 
of leaders for the Board, its temples and subsidiaries.

During his tenure as President of Singapore and even after he stepped down, he never 
failed to attend key religious events like Theemidhi, Makara Vilakku, Thaipusam and Maha 
Sivarathri. Through these visits Mr Nathan kept in touch with the ground, met Hindus and got 
first hand devotee opinions on their expectations of Hindu organisations. As a result of his 
interactions and observations, Mr Nathan was able to provide continuous, insightful feedback 
and observations to the Board. 

Mr S R Nathan strongly believed in putting the interest of the community uppermost and 
this belief he shared with everyone, including the Hindu Endowments Board. He will be truly 
missed by everyone at the Hindu Endowments and Hindu Advisory Boards. 

jpU v]; Mu; ehjDf;Fg; Gfohuk; 

jpU v]; Mu; ehjd; 1982 Kjy; 1983 tiu ,e;J MNyhrid kd;wj;jpd; 
jiytuhfTk;> 1983 Kjy; 1988 tiu ,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupaj;jpd; jiytuhfTk; 
Nritahw;wpdhu;. 

'kdpjDf;Fr; nra;Ak; Nrit ,iwtDf;Fr; nra;Ak; Nrit" 

,e;jj; jiyahaf; nfhs;if> gw;Wkpf;f ek;gpf;if Mfpatw;wpd; mbg;gilapy;jhd;> 
,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupak;> kw;w ,e;jpa mikg;Gfs; %yk; jpU ehjd; jdJ 
rKjha> r%fg; nghWg;Gfis epiwNtw;wpdhu;. jdJ jpwidAk; Neuj;ijAk; ,e;j 
mikg;GfSf;fhfr; nrytpl;lhu;. 
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rpq;fg;G+uu;fs; midtupd; ed;ikf;fhfTk; r%fr; Nritahw;wNtz;Lk; vd;w 
cs;shu;tj;Jld; r%f Nritahsuhfj; jdJ tho;f;ifj; njhopiyj; njhlq;fpdhu; 
jpU ehjd;. rpq;fg;G+upd; MwhtJ mjpguhfg; nghWg;Ngw;gjw;F Kd;Gk;> mjpguhfr; 
Nritahw;wpa NghJk;> mjw;Fg; gpwFk; mtu; njhlq;fpitj;j gw;gy jpl;lg;gzpfspy; 
,e;j cs;shu;tk; ntspg;gLfpwJ. 

,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupak;> mjd; Nfhapy;fs;> mjd; rKjha> r%f Nehf;fq;fs; 
Mfpatw;wpy; jpU ehjd; $u;e;j Mu;tk; fhl;bdhu;. rka mikg;G vd;w Kiwapy;> 
gy rka> gy ,d ey;ypzf;fj;ij tsu;g;gjpy; thupak; <Lghl;Lld; gq;fhw;WtJ 
Kf;fpak; vd;W mtu; fUjpdhu;. vdNt> jpU ehjd; Gutyuhf ,Ue;j midj;J rka  
mikg;igj; Njhw;Wtpj;j cWg;gpdu;fspy; xd;whtJ ,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupak;. 
ngUtpiuT ,uapy; Nrit 1980fspy; mwpKfkhfp> mjw;fhf epyg; gad;ghl;Lj; 
jpl;lq;fs; jpUj;jg;gl;lNghJ> thupaj;jpd; Nfhapy;fspy; ,uz;L Nfhapy;fs; 
Ntwplq;fSf;F Kiwahf khw;wg;gLtjpy; jpU ehjd; Kf;fpa gq;fhw;wp> ,e;J 
r%fj;jpd; rkaj; Njitfs; njhlu;e;J epiwNtw;wg;gLtij cWjpg;gLj;jpdhu;. 

jpU ehjd; ,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupaj;jpy; nghWg;Ngw;wpUe;j fhyfl;lj;jpy;> 
thupaj;jpd; nrayhf;fg; gpupTfs; tYthd epu;thf> fzf;fpay; juq;fSld; 
nray;gLtjw;fhd mbg;gilfis epiyehl;bdhu;. tYthd nghJj;Jiw 
fl;nlhOq;F eilKiwfspy; mtu; ftdk; nrYj;jpdhu;. mNjNghy> ,isa 
jiyKiwapdu; Kd;te;J Nritahw;w Cf;Ftpg;gjpYk; jpU ehjd; ek;gpf;if 
nfhz;bUe;jhu;. thupak;> mjd; Nfhapy;fs;> Jiz mikg;Gfs; Mfpatw;Wf;Fg; 
Gjpa jiyKiw jiytu;fis cUthf;f mtu; cjtpdhu;. 

mjpguhfr; Nritahw;wpa NghJk; mjw;Fg; gpwFk;> jPkpjp> kfu tpsf;F> ijg;G+rk;> 
k`h rptuhj;jpup Nghd;w Kf;fpa rka tpohf;fspy; mtu; fye;Jnfhs;sj; 
jtwpajpy;iy. ,e;j tUiffspd;%yk;> jpU ehjd; mbj;jsj;Jldhd njhlu;igf; 
fl;bf;fhj;J> ,e;Jf;fisr; re;jpj;J> ,e;J mikg;Gfsplk; gf;ju;fs; vd;d 
vjpu;ghu;f;fpwhu;fs; vd;gJ gw;wp gf;ju;fsplkpUe;Nj Neubahff; fUj;Jfisf; 
Nfl;lwpe;jhu;. ,e;jf; fye;Jwthly;> Neub mDgtq;fs; %yk;> jpU ehjd; 
gad;kpf;ff; fUj;JfisAk; tptuq;fisAk; thupaj;jpw;Fj; njhlu;e;J toq;fpdhu;. 

r%fj;jpd; eyDf;Fj; jiyaha Kf;fpaj;Jtk; mspg;gjpy; tYthd ek;gpf;if 
nfhz;bUe;j jpU v]; Mu; ehjd;> ,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupak; cl;gl> midtUlDk; 
,e;j ek;gpf;ifiag; gfpu;e;J nfhz;lhu;. 

,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupak;> ,e;J MNyhrid kd;wk; Mfpatw;wpYs;s 
midtUk; jpU v]; Mu; ehjdpd; kiwthy; tUe;JfpNwhk;. jpUkjp Cu;kpsh ehjd;> 
[{jpfh> xrpj;> FLk;g cWg;gpdu;fs; midtUf;Fk; vq;fsJ Mo;e;j ,uq;fiyj; 

njuptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwhk;.
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Memories Of Mr S R Nathan
“Mr Nathan also played an active role in uplifting the Indian community when he was 

Chairman of the Hindu Endowments Board and founding member of SINDA and its term 
trustee till 1999. I will always remember S R as a courageous, approachable and honourable 
gentleman who was deeply committed to Singapore. Whether as a steadfast diplomat or as a 
resolute advocate for social causes, S R’s lifetime focus was always on how Singapore can 
be a better home for Singaporeans. His heart for the people of Singapore is an inspiration for 
me and for all Singaporeans.”

– Dr Tony Tan Keng Yan, President of the Republic of Singapore

“I have met few people who lived and breathed Singapore the way he did. His fondness 
for friends of every race and from all walks of life. His complete absence of airs. His love of 
food. And his remarkable memory of events in our history, small and big, and of everyone he 
had met along the way.”

– Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Deputy Prime Minister

“Mr Nathan has touched the hearts and minds of many. Whether through his firm, yet 
paternal mentoring. Or his genuine kindness and compassion for every person. We will miss 
his wise counsel; and that disarming smile that could put anyone at ease almost instantly.”

– K Shanmugam, Minister for Law and Home Affairs

“He was truly a People’s President who met many world leaders and captains of industry 
but also touched the lives of many ordinary citizens with his acts of kindness, warmth and 
approachable manner.”

– Mr S Iswaran, Minister for Trade and Industry (Industry)

S R NATHAN – GEM Of A PERSON, GREAT SOul

On 8 September 2016, 
Singaporeans both young and 
old from the Indian community 

came together for a common cause – 
to honour and celebrate the life and 
achievements of the community’s 
son, the Late S R Nathan, the sixth 
President of Singapore. Mr Nathan 
died at the age of 92 on 22 August 
2016. The Tribute was jointly hosted 
by Hindu Endowments Board, SINDA, 
Narpani Peravai and various Indian 
organisations.

Mrs Nathan attended the Tribute with her children, grandchildren and relatives. Also present 
were Deputy Prime Minister, Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Minister for Trade and Industry 
(Industry), Mr S Iswaran, Senior Minister of State for Law and Finance, Ms Indranee Rajah, 
Minister of State for Education, Dr Janil Puthucheary, Member of Parliament for Ang Mo Kio 
GRC, Mr Daryl David, and leaders from the Indian Muslim and Sikh communities too. The solemn 
ceremony commenced with a minute’s silence for the departed soul.
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S R Nathan And HEB 

Among the speakers were the Chairman of the Hindu Endowments Board, Mr R Jayachandran, 
former Cabinet Minister, Mr S Dhanabalan, Hindu Advisory Board Member and Ambassador-at-
large, Mr K Kesavapany and a young recipient of an SR Nathan Education Award given out by 
SINDA.

Mr Jayachandran recounted the Late Mr Nathan’s love and passion for the work done by the 
Hindu Endowments Board not only in the Temples and social services it managed but for the 
entire Hindu community.

One of Mr Nathan’s trademarks was his personally handwritten letters and memos about his 
thoughts, worries and sometimes criticisms of the work of the HEB and his suggestions to improve 
in areas he felt needed improvement.

“His mind was always focussed on issues affecting the community and how to go about finding 
practical solutions. In this context, I felt SINDA and HEB were foremost in his mind. This came out 
loud and clear in many of the conversations,” said Mr Jayachandran in his tribute.

“His seriousness was such that he would discuss matters concerning HEB in the hospital 
while undergoing dialysis. Invariably, this would be followed by handwritten memos on yellow 
paper, some of which were fairly long. The last one I received was just a few weeks before 
he was finally admitted to hospital. These memos were blunt and hard hitting in highlighting 
issues which he felt we were yet to focus on. His networking capability was something  
so amazing and he was getting information from the ground so effortlessly, we were kept on our 
toes all the time. The net result was that as volunteers, we were churning out much more than 
the full timers in many other organisations to avoid getting more memos from him,” quipped Mr 
Jayachandran. He added, “You will all agree Mr S R Nathan was a gem of a person and a great 
soul. I will miss him and his memos.”

S R Nathan And The People

Two issues were uppermost in the Late Mr Nathan’s mind in the last few months before his 
passing on, says Ambassador Kesavapany. First, the needs of the underclass and the concern 
over income inequality.

“A few minutes after news of Mr Nathan’s demise became known, I received a SMS from 
someone who wrote “We have lost our grandfather”. As I had no clue who the sender was, I asked 
my wife. She immediately recognised from the name that it was one of two sisters. Having lost 
their parents in quick succession, they were all alone with no money to eat or leave their flat. At 
their wits end, they were contemplating suicide. Mr Nathan rang me up and I was able to get a job 
for the younger sister in the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Subsequently, the older sister  

too got a job in the Ministry of Education. Saved 
in the nick of time, they have been grateful to 
Mr Nathan, whom they never had the chance 
 to meet,” recounted Mr Pany.

Mr Nathan’s second major concern was 
the need for heightened action to be taken 
to enhance religious harmony. Towards this 
end, and as the Patron of the Singapore Inter-
Religious Organisation (IRO), Mr Nathan 
directly involved himself to make the IRO more 
responsive to the needs of our times.
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The Late Mr Nathan’s work in the IRO and 
in the advancement of religious harmony in 
Singapore, will be continued by his daughter, 
Ms Juthika Ramanathan, announced Mr Pany.

At the conclusion of the community tribute, 
an album with a collection of pictures of the 
Late S R Nathan’s involvement and closeness 
with the Indian community was presented to 
Mrs Nathan and the family by DPM Tharman 
and Minister Iswaran. 

The community will miss you, Mr Nathan. 
May you find peace at the feet of the Lord.

Mr Nathan’s family at the tribute session Mr Santhiran Ezhavarasan (S R Nathan Award Winner) 
meeting Mrs Nathan

Guests signing condolence books

A ppointment ceremonies for the new terms of the four Temple Management Committees 
were held over two sessions in June and July this year. The Committees began their new 
term on 1 July 2016.

The first ceremony was held on 28 June 2016 at the PGP Hall and attended by the Minister 
for Culture, Community and Youth, Ms Grace Fu, who presented the appointment letters to the 
Temple Management Committees.

The Temple: A Focal Point

Minister Fu observed that for devotees, the temples are where 
their major life milestones, such as weddings and the naming of 
their new-born children, are celebrated.

“For the Hindu community, the temples are also the focal 
points for communal festivals and activities. Hence, the Temple 
Management Committees shoulder a heavy responsibility 
in managing religious practices, festivals and rituals. They 
also look into volunteer and devotee management, as well as 
administrative issues such as the upkeep of temple premises. 
They do all these to maintain the temples as a safe and peaceful 
space for devotees to worship, celebrate, and connect with one 
another. It is by no means an easy task,” she explained.

IN SERVICE TO GOD AND THE COMMuNITY
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Maintaining Social Harmony

There’s yet another role for religious institutions and leaders says Ms Fu. Religious and 
community leaders, together with temples, mosques, churches, and other places of worship, play 
an important role in strengthening Singapore’s religious diversity and social harmony.

She added, “To our temple leaders, I am heartened to learn that you keep the doors open, 
welcoming people of other faiths to visit and learn about the Hindu religion and the rich Indian  
culture. You participate in interfaith activities as members of the Inter-Racial and Religious 
Confidence Circles to forge stronger relationships with other religious leaders. You hold major 
festivals, such as Thaipusam, publicly, so that the wider Singapore society can join in the 
celebrations. Your temples run Project Bhakti classes to inculcate Hindu values in children, and 
inspire them to live up to those values. I am sure these children will grow up and do their part in 
giving back to society.”

Every MC Member Has A Role

Hindu Endowments Board Chairman, Mr R 
Jayachandran who spoke at both presentation 
ceremonies on 28 June and 23 July, had a 
clear message for all management committee 
appointees – that each and everyone in the 
committee has an important role to play in 
ensuring the effective management of the 
Temple they have been appointed. His message 
to all of them was to put the interests and 
concerns of the devotees upfront and ensure 
they are properly attended to always.

“HEB’s Temple Management Committees 
are made up of people who are dedicated, serious and who are motivated by the desire to 
serve the community. It is not easy to find people with such passions whilst having the right 
management and leadership skills. But HEB has so far managed to find the right persons for our 
TMCs. All of you possess the unique qualities to represent HEB temples. I trust that you will, with 
dedication, continue the mission of keeping our Hindu Temples relevant to the times and help to 
foster appreciation of Hindu traditions in our future generations”, said Mr Jayachandran.

The current term of the four Temple Management Committees is from 1 July 2016 till 30 June 
2018.

Hindu News spoke to the four Temple Chairpersons about their priorities in the new term.

“I am honoured to take on this journey 
for another term in leading and managing 
the temple. First, I will continue to improve 
quality of service to temple devotees to meet 
their expectations. I propose to provide a 
more inclusive platform for the Management 
Committee and staff to work on addressing 
areas for improvement. 

Second, to motivate volunteers and get them 
to work in synergy, more interaction time will be 
devoted for strengthening and consolidating of 
relationship with the many volunteer groups to 

Ms Fu chatting with Temple MC members
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inspire and engage them in the various temple activities to serve devotees better. And third, 
channelling resources cost-effectively to upkeep temple maintenance. Closer monitoring 
processes of maintenance and repairs will be put in place to ensure that temple is in good order. 
Last but not least would be to continue to cement the relationship with the stakeholders and 
grassroots organisations in Chinatown. The Temple Management Committee together with the 
staff and volunteers, is ready to usher in a new term with more vitality to provide quality service 
to our devotees.”

– Mr S Nallathamby, Chairman, Sri Mariamman Temple

“My Temple Management Committee, 
comprising dedicated volunteers from different 
professions will strive to meet the realistic 
demands of the ever increasing devotee 
population of SSPT. We consider our role as 
‘Service to GOD’.  No effort will be spared and 
we will ensure that strict Agama practices are 
followed by the priests.

The redevelopment of SSPT is about to 
commence in a couple of months. Plans have 
been drawn to increase the storage area, 
enlarge and modernise the kitchen. There will 
be special area to prepare the Neivediyam 
(food offered to the Lord) for the deities.  A new 
dining area will be created just behind the temple to facilitate comfortable dining for the devotees.

The Temple office will be improved and the IT-trained admin staff will assist and you can book 
your ubayams and prasadams online. We value our devotees and we will make sure they enjoy 
the visits to the Temple and go home satisfied with the blessings of Lord Srinivasa Perumal.

– Dr K Vellayappan, Chairman, Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple

“I am humbled by the task before me, 
grateful for the trust the Board has bestowed, 
mindful of the sacrifices borne by our past 
committees. I am blessed with a young, vibrant 
and dedicated team who together with me 
look forward to devoting ourselves to further 
improving religious services in the Temple. 
One key area is in the provision of post-death 
services to the Hindu community. Upkeep and 
cleanliness is another important area coupled 
with hygiene in the kitchen which churns out a 
large quantity of holy prasadam for the poojas 
and post death prayers performed by families. 
We will keep a close eye on quality and timely 

delivery of Sevas. I am also encouraged by the good usage of the various facilities in the Temple 
like the multi-purpose hall by several religious organisations for their routine activities like children’s 
programmes and yoga. This is something which my team will continue to encourage.”

– Mr N Venkatesh, Chairman, Sri Sivan Temple
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“My team and I are very honoured to have 
been entrusted with the responsibility to manage 
the Sri Vairavimada Kaliamman Temple for a 
second term. As the Temple’s Management 
Committee, in line with initiatives carried out by 
the Hindu Endowments Board, we would focus 
on the following two aspects:

1. Efficient and effective use of resources in 
temple operation, and

2. Improve delivery of temple services.

We will continue to pay close attention to 
the spiritual needs of our Temple devotees and 
improve on the quality of services rendered by temple staff. In particular, emphasis will be placed 
in the conduct of key religious activities of significance to the temple such as Chithira Pournami 
Brahmotsavam, Santhanakudam Abishekam, Periyachi Amman Pooja and Makara Villaku. More 
cultural events and religious talks will be organised in conjunction with some of these events.

Emphasis will also be placed on improving the cleanliness of the temple premises and 
maintenance of the temple’s structures and facilities for the benefit of temple devotees. We will 
continue to work with key stakeholders such as temple volunteers, religious groups, the IRCC and 
the relevant CCC to strengthen cooperation and engagement with the community. We hope to 
carry out our work with Ambal’s blessings and the temple congregation’s support and cooperation.”

– S Satish Appoo, Chairman, Sri Vairavimada Kaliamman Temple

TEMPlE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES

Advisor: Dr T Chandroo
Chairman: Mr S Nallathamby
Vice Chairman: Mr Ramachandra Hegde
Secretary: Mr P P Raj
Finance Member: Mr C Nantha Kumar
Members: 
Mr Krishnasamy Rajaram
Mr Kathirasan s/o P Shanmugam
Mr Vishnu s/o Karuppiah Thandavam
Mr Kanayan Manogaran 

Advisor: Mr K Rajandeeran
Chairman: Dr Vellayappan s/o Karruppiah
Vice Chairman: Mr Pallippakkam 
Sivaraman Somasekharan
Secretary: Mr P Rajaperian
Finance Member: Mr T G Gritharan
Members: 
Mr Periasamy Seagar
Mr Krishnasamy Siva Sambo
Mr Suresh Kumar R
Mr Jaiganth Arumugam

Co-Opted Members: 
Ms Thevaini d/o Muthair
Ms Kalaichelvie d/o Sambasivam
Mr Murugaian Ravikumar
Mr Elango s/o Athiramulahi Letchumanan
Mr R Chandra Segaran
Mr Doraraj S
Mr Kabilan s/o Subramaniam
Mr Vjayvarmman s/o Gnanasekaran

Co-Opted Members: 
Mr Sivakumaran Sathappan
Ms Valathammai d/o Muthupalaniappan
Mr Gaanesh Loganathan
Mr G K Pillai
Mr R Natarajan
Mr KV Aiyappan
Mr C Sivakandan
Mr Shanmuganathan s/o Sinniah

Sri Mariamman Temple

Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple
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Advisor: Mr A Dinakaran
Chairman: Mr Venkatesh Narayanaswamy
Vice Chairman: Mr S Pannirselvam
Secretary: Mr Thangavelu Anbalagan
Finance Member: Mr Malaiappan s/o 
Sinnakaruppan
Members: 
Mr Sumit Aggarwal
Ms Rajashree Rajan
Mr Sasidharan Nair
Mr K S Rajendran

Advisor: Mr S Lakshmanan
Chairman: Mr Satish s/o Appoo
Vice Chairman: Mr Shankar s/o 
Naganambalagaran Ramasamy
Secretary: Mr Muthulingam s/o 
Kamalanathan
Finance Member: Mr Praboo s/o K 
Veerasamy
Members: 
Mr N Anandaraja
Mr Ramanathan s/o Ramanathan
Mr Uthayakumar Ratnam
Mr M Kunaseakanan
Mr K S Rajendran

Co-Opted Members: 
Mr Suresh Venkataraman
Mr Segaran Muthiah
Mr Subramaniam s/o Manogaran
Mr K S Ja Raman
Mr Bobba Srinivas
Dr Satish Lele
Mr Dinesh Natarajan s/o Venkatesh
Mr Kumar Lakshmanan
Ms Ishita Dhamani
Mr Anantha Sayanam s/o Chockalingam

Co-Opted Members: 
Mr Annamalai Saravanan
Mr Ganesan Arasapam
Mr Suppiah Gunasekaran
Mr Sivakumaran Thangavelu
Mr Krishnappan Ramanathan
Mr Mohan Babu s/o Rajindaran
Mr S Vikneshwaran

Sri Sivan Temple

Sri Vairavimada Kaliamman Temple

Mr N Prushuathamun, Vice Chairman 
of the Hindu Advisory Board has been 
conferred the Public Service Medal 

(Pingat Bakti Masyarakat) by the President 
of the Republic of Singapore for National Day 
2016. The Hindu Endowments Board (HEB) and 
the Hindu Advisory Board (HAB) congratulate 
Mr Prushuathamun for this special award.

“Serving the HAB and HEB over the years has 
been quite a journey: one of learning, serving 
and friendship. It has been a very rewarding 
experience. Receiving a National Day Award is 
indeed a double reward,” said Mr Prush of the 
National Day Award conferred on him. 

CONGRATulATIONS
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If there is one Hindu God that every- 
one adores in worship, both young and 
old, without any doubt that it is Lord 

Ganesha or Sri Vinayagar – call him by 
whatever name.

On 9 July 2016, a talk on Vinayagar 
Chathurthi was held at Sri Mariamman 
Temple in South Bridge Road.  Organised 
by the Hindu Studies Committee, it was 
attended by participants from all walks of 
life, aimed at building an understanding 
behind Vinayagar Chathurthi through 
education.  

Participants were first introduced to 
the various aspects of Lord Vinayagar 
and the science behind them. Being 
the most revered God and loved by all, 
Lord Vinayagar has lots of myths and 
legends. The speaker, Mr Kathirasan, 
shared the most popular story of how 
Lord Vinayagar loses his head and the significance to Vinayagar Chathurthi.  As Lord Vinayagar’s 
most prominent aspect is his head, participants learnt how the Pranava mantra “Om” is associated 
with it. He is also the first to be worshipped during any auspicious event. The science behind the 
spirituality was verified during the first hour. Participants also took part in games and activities.

During the second half of the talk, a simple home pooja was taught. As time is generally limited on 
weekdays, a quick pooja can help to clarify the mind and body, before we leave for work and when 
we reach home in the evening. As the participants observed the pooja, they felt certain that they could 
inculcate the habit of doing it daily. A simple Vinayagar shloka was introduced to the participants 

uNDERSTANDING VINAYAGAR CHATuRTHI

Mr K Kesavapany, member of the Hindu 
Advisory Board, has been conferred tabla!’s 
Community Champion 2016 award. He was 
presented with the award by Senior Minister 
of State Sim Ann on 22 September 2016. The 
annual award is given to a member of the Indian 
community who has carried out extensive work 
with the less fortunate. 

Mr Kesavapany is the President of the 
Singapore Indian Association, where he 
initiated a programme called ‘Helping people 

from falling through the cracks’ offering financial aid to the needy. He is also a term trustee at 
SINDA, where he is a member of the Indian Community Aftercare Council, which runs programmes 
to help ex-prisoners and drug offenders integrate into society.

(Photo credit: Tamil Murasu)

By Vidthiya Ramasamy
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whose recital on a regular basis with complete faith and devotion is known to bring positive results.
We also had a cooking demonstration on modakam making. Vinayagar Chathurthi is incomplete 

without modakam – the favourite food of Lord Vinayagar.  Modakam is dumpling made with rice flour, 
filled with coconut and jaggery, and steamed. 

The modakam represents spiritual joy that you will receive from full devotion, while being endowed 
with knowledge. Though the ingredients can be easily purchased, the method of making modakam 
requires patience as the folds are to be neat and smooth, without cracks. Participants had hands-on 
experience by learning the tricks in making the outer covering by shaping the dough.

The talk was well-received by the participants who have been practicing this festival for years 
without knowing the actual facts. They felt happy to know the significance of the culture, tradition and 
practices of Vinayagar Chathurthi in Singapore. 

One participant, Saratha Sanmugam, said, “I learnt the proper way in offering prasadam and to 
do the relevant prayers on the Vinayagar Chathurthi. The modakam making is so useful because 
nowadays we hardly make our traditional savouries and we just purchase them. Hope to attend more 
of such talks organised by HEB.”

Participants trying out modakam makingParticipants taking part in the games during the talk

HEAlTH fAIR: SuGATHARA VIZHA 2016
By Dinesh Natarajan

The Hindu Endowments Board (HEB) and Mediacorp Oli 96.8FM jointly organised a Health 
Fair on 24 July 2016 which took place at the PGP Hall. It is the second consecutive year that 
the HEB and Oli have collaborated together in organising this event. Professor S Jayakumar, 

the former Deputy Prime Minister was the guest of honour gracing the event. 
In his welcome address, Dr. L Jayaram, the Chairman of HEB-Medical Support Services (HEB-

MSS), explained that the objectives of the medical fair are two-fold. Firstly, it is to create awareness 
among the public on the common chronic illness like heart diseases, diabetes, hypertension, 
cholesterol which are known to affect our Silver and Pioneer Generations more than the average 
population. Secondly, the Medical Fair aims to reach out to the younger generations with the view 
to inculcate the importance of leading a healthy lifestyle, and to make sound dietary decisions. Dr. 
Jayaram added, “With these two objectives, it is very clear that our medical fairs are very inclusive 
and one that caters to all in the community.”

A highlight in this year’s fair was the inclusion of a children’s section. There was a section dedicated 
to special screenings and educational programs for children this year that included febrile fit care and 
child obesity for children below the age of 12. This was specially included arising from feedback 
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drawn from last year’s event and the Hindu News 
is pleased to note that the organisers have taken 
the effort to expand the focus of the fair to include 
children this year. 

At the Fair this year, there were about 
1,500 people from various ethnic and religious 
backgrounds who spent their Sunday morning 
getting themselves screened and educated. 
With about 20 health screening booths, which 
included on-site medical screenings such as 
eye screening, colorectal cancer screening, 
mammogram cervical screening, prostate 
cancer/incontinence, dental screening and many 
more. Participants at the Fair also had a booth 
which aided with appointment bookings for mammogram. The Feath Fair also catered to nurturing 
the participants with education and awareness booths on CPR, elderly care, first aid, cancer,  
diabetes, mind wellness and effects of smoking. 

Many of the participants were happy that through various checks and tests conducted, they 
were able to detect any symptoms of blood pressure and diabetes early and take the necessary 
precautions. The Hindu News was also told that the medical volunteers at the Health Fair will be 
following up with the participants whose tests results may have shown symptoms of those ailments. 

When the Hindu News spoke to the 
participants at the Fair, many expressed their 
content with the organised manner in which the 
Fair was conducted. They were impressed with 
the systematic fashion in which the booths were 
run. Most of them were pleased to have spent 
their Sunday morning at the Health Fair. One 
such participant was Mrs. Santhika Rajkumar, 
43, who came to the Health Fair all the way from 
Bedok with her husband and son. She said, “I 
heard about the Fair from the radio and insisted 

on coming. We live far and my husband had just completed his night shift but I did not want to miss 
this opportunity.” Mrs. Rajkumar added that she found the children’s section particularly useful as she 
has a 10 year-old son. She said, “I now know better on the type of food I should be giving my son and 
since his weight is slightly above the normal range, they taught me what I can do to improve his diet 
which will eventually help bring his weight down to the normal range.”

Furthermore, the success of the Health Fair over the years have seen the HEB-MSS being  
invited by many community and grassroots organisations including religious institutions of 
different faiths to help them organise health fairs. Dr. Jayaram highlighted, “HEB-MSS has been  
accommodating and coordinating these requests to not only spread the message of staying healthy 
but also promote social cohesiveness across the various ethnic and religious communities in 
Singapore.” Dr. Jayaram added that he hopes to see more people turn up next year and also hope 
to see the number of non-Indian participants increase. 

Public education talks at the Health Fair

A participant getting his blood glucose level checked
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Going for a perfect score in eyesightProfessor S Jayakumar thanks supporters and 
sponsors

Editor’s Note 

Sri Mariamman Temple hosted two foreign delegations recently. On 11 August 2016, a delegation 
led by the US Secretary of Education visited the Temple. Separately commenting on the visit, 
Ms Camille Dawson, Counsellor for Public Affairs from the US Embassy here said, “Thank you 

so much for hosting. The delegation enjoyed the visit tremendously and we truly appreciate the time 
you gave us!”

The Sub Saharan Africa High Level Ministerial delegation visited the Temple on 22 August 2016. 
Both delegations were given an introduction of the Temple and its history, and a video presentation 
of Fire Walking Festival.

SMT HOSTS VISITS bY fOREIGN DElEGATIONS

Temple management committee members with the 
delegation from USA

The Sub Saharan High Level Ministerial delegation 
watching a video presentation on the Fire Walking 
Festival 

It was particularly satisfying to see the number of volunteers who took the effort to spend their 
Sunday morning rendering their expertise to the participants with a smile on their faces. The 
Editor remarked, “What struck me most was the diverse ethnic representation amongst both 
the volunteers and participants. It was heartening to see us united and harmonious as one.” 
The organisers continue to strive to make the Health Fair a bigger success next year and will 
hear your feedbacks on any improvements that can be made. HEB thanks everyone who 
has played a part in making this Medical Fair a success and looks forward to their continued 
support.
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CElEbRATING 30 YEARS Of VOluNTARY SERVICE

At the Sivadas-HEB Bursary Awards presentation ceremony on 16 July 2016, a total of 111 
bursaries worth $211,000 were be presented by Minister for Trade and Industry (Industry), Mr S 
Iswaran. 

Some of the bursary award recipients along with the Trustees 
managing the Fund and Minister Iswaran

One of the bursary award recipients, Mr Mageswaran 
Sukumaran, shared how the bursary award has helped him 
and his family with the education fees

STARTING SSPT’S REDEVElOPMENT WORkS

Redevelopment works at Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple have commenced. A special brick laying 
ceremony and Vastu Pooja was held on 6 July 2016 to symbolically commence the works. The 
next Maha Samprokshanam is being scheduled in 2018.

As part of the fund raising efforts for the redevelopment works, Sri Vishnu Sahasranama Kodi 
Nama Parayanams were held on 2 July, 28 August and 25 September 2016 to seek the blessings of 
Lord Sri Srinivasa Perumal for the smooth conduct of the redevelopment works for the Temple.

Brick laying ceremony and Vastu Pooja on 6 July 2016 Devotees participating in the Sri Vishnu Sahasranama 
Kodi Nama Parayanam

SIVADAS-HEb buRSARY  AWARDS

This year, Sri Sivan Temple Thondargal, the volunteer corps of the Temple, celebrated 30 years of 
voluntary services. Veterans and new members attended the ceremony to mark the occasion. 
Some volunteers have been serving the Temple since its days at Orchard Road. They play an 

instrumental role in the smooth conduct of many events in the Temple, key among them, the Maha 
Sivarathri Festival. Hindu News wishes the team many more years of seva.
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Special abishegams for Sri Guru and Sri Navagrahams during 
Guru Peyarchi on 2 August 2016

More than 1000 devotees performed Tharpanam on Aadi 
Amavasai at Sri Sivan Temple. Special arrangements were 
made to accommodate the elderly and Annathanam was 
served to devotees all-day.

GuRu PEYARCHI & AADI AMAVASAI 2016

Sri Periyachi Amman Poojai was conducted on 7 August 
2016 as a prelude to the all-important Kodiyetram for 
the annual Fire Walking Festival (Theemithi) which falls 
on Sunday, 23 October 2016 

SRI PERIYACHI AMMAN POOjAI

Sri Drowpathai Amman Kodiyetram drew a large crowd 
as it fell on the eve of National Day this year

Mb khjk;

mw;Gjq;fs; epiwe;j Mb khjk;!

jl;rpzhad Gz;zpa fhykhd Mb khjj;jpy;jhd; G+khNjtp mtjupj;jjhfr; 
nrhy;fpd;wd Guhzq;fs;. ,e;j khjj;jpy; tUk; jpjp> el;rj;jpuk; kw;Wk; 
fpoikfs; ahTk; kfpiktha;e;jd vd;W QhdE}y;fs; gyTk; rpwg;gpf;fpd;wd. 
NkYk;> Nfh gj;k tpujk;> ehf Njh\ G+i[> GJkzj; jk;gjpf;F Mbg;ghy; 
mspj;jy;... ,g;gb> ehk; mwpe;Jnfhs;s Ntz;ba Mb khj tpNr\ itgtq;fs; 
gy cz;L. njupe;Jnfhs;Nthkh?

Mbapy; nrt;tha; tpujk;

Mbapy;> nrt;tha;f;fpoikNjhWk; Rkq;fypg; ngz;fs; kQ;rs; G+rpf; Fspg;gjhy;> 
khq;fy;a gyk; $Lk;. fztdpd; MAs; ePbf;fTk;> Foe;ij tuk; Ntz;bAk;> 
FLk;gj;jpy; kfpo;r;rp jq;fTk;> fd;dpg; ngz;fSf;F tpiutpy; jpUkz tuk; 
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fpilf;fTk; ,e;j tpuj topghl;bd; %yk; 
gpuhu;j;jpj;Jf; nfhs;thu;fs;. filrp 
nrt;tha;f;fpoik md;W Foe;ijfis 
tPl;Lf;F tutioj;J mtu;fis 
nja;tkhf topgl;L tpUe;jspg;ghu;fs;. 
Mb - nrt;tha;f;fpoikfspy; mk;ghis 
topgl;L> kq;fy nfsup tpujk; 
filg;gpbg;gjhYk; tpNr\ gyd;fs; 
if$Lk;.

jpUtpsf;if Vw;wp itg;Nghk;

Mb kiof;fhyj;jpd; Jtf;fkhFk;. 
gUtepiy khw;wj;jhy; Vw;gLk; Neha;f; 
fpUkpfisf; fl;Lg;gLj;Jk; Mw;wy; 
Ntg;gpiyf;Fk; vYkpr;irf;Fk; cz;L. 
vdNt> Mb topghLfspy; ,it ,uz;Lk; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ngWk;.

jpUkzkhfhj ngz;fs; Mb nts;spapy; Fj;Jtpsf;fpid myq;fupj;J jPgk; 
Vw;wp> mk;kid vOe;jUsr; nra;J> yypjh r`];uehkk; ghuhazk; nra;J 
topgl ey;y fztd; mikthu;fs;. NkYk;> Mb nts;spf;fpoikfspy; fd;ah 
G+i[> uhF fhy G+i[> ehf Njh\ G+i[ nra;tjhy;> FLk;gj;jpy; kfPo;r;rP 
ngUFk;.

fUld; gpwe;j Mbr; Rthjp

ngupa jpUtbahd fUlho;thu; gpwe;jJ Mb khjk; 
Rthjp el;rj;jpuj;jd;Wjhd;. ,e;jj; jpUehspy; fUl 
juprdk; nra;t jhYk;> fUlid topgLtjhYk; 
rfy Njh\q;fSk; ePq;Fk;; khq;fy;ak; gyk; ngWk;. 
kJiu kPdhl;rp mk;kd; Nfhapypy; Mb Kisnfhl;L 
tpoh gj;J ehl;fSf;F eilngWk;. ehd;F Mb 
tPjpfspYk; mk;ghs; tPjpAyh tUths;. mNjNghy;> 
Mb Rthjp jpdj;jpy; Re;ju %u;j;jp RthkpfSf;F 
MuhjidAk;> Gwg;ghLk; eilngWk;.

KUfDf;F cfe;j Mbf;fpUj;jpif

tUlj;jpy; %d;W fhu;j;jpif jpdq;fs; mjPj Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ngWk;. mit: 
cj;juhad Jtf;fkhd ij khjk; tUk; ij fpUj;jpif> fhu;j;jpif khjk; 
tUk; ngupa fpUj;jpif kw;Wk; jl;rpzhad Jtf;fkhd Mb khjj;jpy; tUk; 
Mbf; fpUj;jpif. ,e;j %d;Wk; fhu;j;jpNfaf; flTSf;F cfe;j ehl;fs;. 
Mbf;fpUj;jpifapy; tpujk; ,Ue;J KUfid topgLtjhy; Ntz;ba tuq;fs; 
fpilf;Fk;. Mbf;fpUj;jpifia Kd;dpl;L tpujk; ,Uf;Fk; KUf gf;ju;fs;> 
md;W Gz;zpa jPu;j;jq;fspy; ePuhb> KUfid topgLthu;fs;. Fwpg;ghf goepapy;> 
gf;ju;fs; rz;Kfh ejpapy; ePuhb KUfid tzq;fp> 
jq;fspd; tpujj;ij G+u;j;jp nra;thu;fs;.

tuyl;Rkp tpujk;

Mb khjk; tsu;gpiwapy; filrp nts;spf; 
fpoik mDrupf;fNtz;ba tpujk; ,J. tpuj 
ehsd;W jpUkfis fyrj;jpy; vOe;jUsr; nra;J> 
Njq;fha;> gok;> ntw;wpiy-ghf;F> nfhOf;fl;il 
Kjyhdtw;iwr; rku;g;gpj;J> jpUkfSf;F cupa 
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Jjpg;ghly;fisg; ghb> jhkiu kyu;fshy; mu;r;rpj;J topgl Ntz;Lk;.

,e;j topghl;by; rku;g;gpf;fg;gLk; Nehd;G fapw;iw tajpy; %j;j 
Rkq;fypfsplk; Mrp ngw;W> mtu;fs; %yk; ifapy; fl;bf;nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. 
,jdhy; fd;dpg;ngz;fSf;F tpiutpy; ey;y tud; mikAk;; Rkq;fypfSf;F 
khq;fy;a gyk; ngUFk;.

tsk; ngUf;Fk; Mbg;ngUf;F

ejpiag; ngz;zhf tzq;Fk; ehs;! kio nga;J fhtpup Kjyhd ejpfspy; 
nts;sk; ngUfpNahLk; Mb khjj;jpd;> 18-k; 
ehs; Mbg; ngUf;fhff; nfhz;lhlg;gLfpwJ. 
md;W Gj;jhil mzpe;J> ru;f;fiug; nghq;fy;> 
GspNahjiu> vYkpr;ir> japu; rhjk;> tlfk; 
Kjyhd gjhu;j;jq;fis vLj;Jr;nrd;W> 
ejpf; fiufspy; mku;e;J ejpfis jhahff; 
fUjp G+[pj;J tpUe;Jz;L kfpo;thu;fs;. ,e;j 
jpdj;jpy; nra;ag;gLk; kq;fy fhupaq;fs; 
gd;klq;F gyd; jUk; vd;gJ IjPfk;.

FUgfthd;> jl;rpzh%u;j;jp FU ngau;r;rpf;F ahUf;F gupfhuk;?

etf;fpufq;fspy; xUtuhd FU gfthidAk; 
(tpahod;)> Qhd FUthd jl;rpzh%u;j;jpiaAk; 
Nghl;L Fog;gpf;nfhs;Sk; tof;fk; mz;ikf; fhykhf 
mjpfupj;J tUfpwJ. FUgfthDf;F nra;aNtz;ba 
midj;J gupfhuq;fisAk; Nkhd epiyapy; cs;s 
jl;rpzh%u;j;jpf;F nra;fpNwhk;. 'me;j FU jhd; 
,e;j FU!" vd;W nrhy;tJ tof;fk;. Nfhtpy;fspy; 
tpahof;fpoikfspy; FU gupfhuj;Jf;fhf $Lk; 
$l;lj;ij kdjpy; nfhz;Lk; mjd; %yk; gy;NtW 
tpjq;fspy; fpilf;Fk; tUthia kdjpy; nfhz;Lk;> 
,e;j jtW mDkjpf;fg;gLfpwJ. gy Nfhtpy;fspy; 
,ij tof;fkhfNt Mf;fptpl;lhu;fs;.

FUgfthDf;Fk; jl;rpzh%u;j;jpf;Fk; cs;s NtWghl;il Gupe;Jnfhs;Sq;fs;. 
FUgfthDf;F nra;a Ntz;ba gupfhuq;fis njhlu;e;J nra;Aq;fs;. 
FUgfthdpd; ey;yUis ngWq;fs;.

FU ngau;r;rp fhyj;jpy; ahiug; gzptJ? etf;fpuf FUitah> 
jl;rpzh%u;j;jpiaah?

rkPg fhykhf Nfhapy;fspy;> tpahof;fpoikfspy; jl;rpzh%u;j;jp re;ejpapy; 
gf;ju;fspd; $l;lk; mjpfupj;J tUfpwJ. ,tu;fspy; 99 rjtPjk; Ngu; FUTf;Fg; 
gupfhuk; nra;tjw;fhf tUgtu;fs;. mNj Neuj;jpy; etfpufq;fspy; xUtuhd 
FU gfthid topgLNthupd; vz;zpf;if kpff; FiwT. FU gfthDf;Fk; 
jl;rpzh%u;j;jpf;Fk; cs;s tpj;jpahrk; vd;d?

jl;rpzh%u;j;jp vd;gjw;F njd;Kff; flTs; vd;W nghUs;. mjhtJ> njw;F 
Nehf;fp tPw;wpUg;gtu;. etfpufq;fspy; xUtuhd tpaho (FU) gfthdpd; jpir 
tlf;F. jpirapd; mbg;gilapNyNa ,UtUk; NtWgLfpd;wdu;.

mNj Nghy tpahoDf;F cupa epwk;> kQ;rs;. ,tUf;F cupa jhdpak;> 
nfhz;ilf; fliy. jl;rpzh%u;j;jpNah ntz;zpw Milia cLj;jpapUg;gtu;. 
('];Ntjhk;gujuk; ];Ntjk;..." vd;W ciuf;fpwJ Ntjk;. ];Ntjk; vd;why; 
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nts;is epwk; vd;W nghUs;.) cz;ik epiy ,t;thW 
,Uf;f tpahoDf;F gupfhuk; nra;a epidg;gtu;fs;> 
jl;rpzh%u;j;jpf;F kQ;rs; epw t];jpuKk;> 
nfhz;ilf;fliy khiyfSk; rhw;Wfpwhu;fs;. Qhdk; 
Ntz;b jl;rpzh%u;j;jpia topgLgtu;fSf;F fpoik 
Kf;fpakpy;iy. tpahod; md;Wjhd; topgl Ntz;Lk; 
vd;w mtrpaKk; ,y;iy. tpahof;fpoikf;Fk; 
jl;rpzh%u;j;jpf;Fk; ve;j rk;ge;jKk; ,y;iy.

rptngUkhd; Qhdj;ij Nghjpf;Fk; FUthf  
]efhjp Kdptu;fSf;F Ntj Mfkq;fspd; nghUis 
cgNjrpf;Fk; jpUTUtNk jl;rpzh%u;j;jp. fy;yhy 
kuj;jpd; fPo; mku;e;jpUg;gtuhf fhl;rpaspf;fpwhu;. ,tu; 
MjpFU my;yJ QhdFU vd;W Nghw;wg;gLfpwhu;. 
mNj Neuj;jpy; Njtu;fspd; rigapy; Mr;rhupadhf> 

Njtu;fSf;F Mrpupauhf gzp nra;gtu; tpahod; vd;W miof;fg;gLk; g;U`];gjp. 
Mrpupau; njhopy; nra;tjhy; ,tiu FU vd;W miof;fpd;wdu;.

,e;j cyfj;jpy; ehk; Mde;jkha; tho;e;jplj; Njitahd midj;J 
Rfq;fisAk; mUs;gtu; FU gfthd;. FU gyk; ,Ue;jhy; jpUkzk; eilngWk;. 
FUtpd; mDf;ufk; ,Ue;jhy; gps;isg;NgW fpl;Lk;. jpUkzj;jil ePq;fTk;> 
Gj;jpughf;fpak; fpl;lTk;> cau; fy;tpapy; ,lk; gpbf;fTk; FUtpd; mUs; Ntz;b 
gupfhuk; nra;a tpiofpd;wdu;. mt;thW gupfhuk; nra;a tpUk;Ggtu;fs; ,e;j 
FU ngau;r;rp ehspYk;> ,dp tUk; tpahof;fpoikfspYk; etfpufq;fspy; tlf;F 
Nehf;fp mUs;ghypf;Fk; tpaho gfthDf;F kQ;rs; epw t];jpuk; rhw;wpAk;> 
nfhz;ilf; fliy khiy mzptpj;Jk; topglyhk;. nfhz;ilf; fliy Rz;ly; 
ieNtj;ak; nra;J> tUk; gf;ju;fSf;F tpepNahfk; nra;ayhk;. tpahod;NjhWk; 
tpujk; ,Ue;J tlf;F Kfkha; nea; tpsf;F Vw;wpAk; topglyhk;. 

mNj Neuj;jpy; Qhdkhu;f;fj;ij ehLk; md;gu;fs; jl;rpzh%u;j;jpia 
topglyhk;. tpahof;fpoikjhd; vd;wpy;iy> ve;j ehspYk; mtiu topglyhk;. 
kdk; rQ;ryj;jpw;F cs;shFk; ve;j Neuj;jpYk; jl;rpzh%u;j;jpapd; re;ejpapy; 
mtUf;F Kd;ghf mikjpahf mku;e;J jpahdj;jpy; <LgLq;fs;. Fog;gq;fs; 
mfd;W kdk; njsptilAk;. 

(Adapted from Sakthi Vikatan)

fhrp tpRtehju; Nfhapy;
fhrp tpRtehju; Nfhapy; vd;gJ kpfTk; Gfo;tha;e;j rptngUkhdpd; 

NfhapyhFk;. ,f;Nfhapy; cj;jpug;gpuNjr khepyk; thuhzhrp vDk; ,lj;jpy; 
mike;Js;sJ. tUzh - mrp Mfpa ,U ejpfspd; rq;fkj; jyk;; Mjypd; ,J 
'thuzhrp" vd;whapw;W. ,j;jyj;jpy; ,wg;gtu;f;F tpRtehjg; ngUkhd; jhuf 
ke;jpuj;ij cgNjrpj;J Kj;jpaUSfpd;whu; vd;gJ rh];jpuf; fUj;J. fhy 
igutupd; fhtypy; tpsq;Fk; jyk;. 

thuzhrp vd;W jw;NghJ miof;fg;ngw;whYk; goq;fhyj;jpy; fhrp 
vd miof;fg;gl;likapdhy; ,j;jyk; fhrp tp];tehju; Nfhapy; vd 
miof;fg;gLfpd;wJ.

rpwg;Gf;fs;

N[hjpu;ypq;fj; jyk; - Kj;jpj; jUk; jyq;fs; VoDs; xd;W. jk; tho;ehspy; 
xt;nthUtUk; xU KiwNaDk; fhrpf;Fr; nrd;W topgl Ntz;ba Gz;zpa 
jyk;. ,q;Nf XLk; Gz;zpa ejpahd fq;ifapy; 84 gbj;Jiwfs; cs;sd. 
,t;ite;jpYk; ePuhLtJ> ePiuj; njspj;Jf; nfhs;tij gQ;rjPu;j;j ];ehdk; 
vd;W rpwg;ghfr; nrhy;yg;gLfpwJ. 
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Rthkp tpRtehjUf;Fj; jq;f tpkhdk; - Rtu;z ge;jdk;> kufj %u;j;jp> 
mtutu; tpUg;gg;gb Njd;> ghy;> japu;> jz;zPu;> tpy;tk;> tpG+jp nfhz;L  
mgpN\fk; nra;J njhl;Lf; Fk;gpl;L topglyhk;. 

'fhrpapy; ,wf;f Kj;jp" vd;gjw;F Vw;g 'mupr;re;jpu fhl;" by; gpzq;fs; vupe;J 
nfhz;bUg;gijf; fz; $lhff; fhzyhk;. ,j;jyj;jpw;F ,we;J Nghtjw;nfd;Nw 
tUNthu; Vuhsk; Ngu;. 

jyngUik

,f;Nfhapypy; kzp mbf;Fk; rj;jk; Nfl;Fk;NghJ kf;fs; midtUk; jiyia 
Fdpe;Jnfhs;fpd;wdu;. rptid ,iyfisg; Nghy; epiwa ey;y ghk;GfSld; 
myq;fupj;j epoy;fs; ,Uf;Fk;NghJ mtu; jiyapy; fq;if ePiu Cw;w 
itj;Jk;> Ie;J jlit nra;Ak; Muj;jp Kf;fpakhdJ. G+i[ elf;Fk;NghJ  
E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd kzp XirfSk;> Nks jhsq;fSk; thrpf;Fk;NghJ Nfhapypd; 
cs;Ns Eioa kpfTk; cw;rhfk; nfhLf;fpwJ.

Nfhapy; mikg;G

,f;Nfhapypd; cauk; 51 mbfshFk;. ,e;j fhrpapy; rptypq;fk; gpurpj;jp 
ngw;wJ. Nfhapypd; cs;Ns Neghs kd;duhy; nfhLf;fg;gl;l xU ngupa kzp 
njhq;ftplg;gl;L ,Uf;fpwJ. ,jd; rj;jk; ePz;l J}uk; Nfl;fpwJ. fhiyapYk; 
khiyapYk; tpRtehjUf;F G+irfs; elj;jg;ngWfpd;wd. fhrp tpRtehjuhy; 
fhrp Kf;fpa ];jykhf ,Uf;fpwJ. 

tprhyhl;rp re;epjp jdpf;Nfhapy; - efuj;jhupd; nghWg;gpy; cs;sJ. mu;j;jrhk 
topghLk; mtu;fshNyNa elj;jg;ngWfpd;wJ.  ehnlhWk; ,uT 7.30 kzpastpy; 
tpRtehju; re;epjpapy; eilngWk; rg;jup\p G+iria mtrpak; juprpf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

md;dG+uzp Nfhapy;

md;dG+uzp Nfhapy; fhrp tpRtehju; Nfhapypd; mUNf cs;sJ. ,J 
gjpndl;lhtJ E}w;whz;by; fl;lg;ngw;wJ. md;dG+uzp - jdpf;Nfhapy;; ; MdJ. 
mts; xU ifapy; jq;fj;jhyhd md;d ghj;jpuk; kWifapy; jq;fj;jhyhd 
mfg;ig Ve;jpapUf;f mUfpy; gpr;irNahL Ve;jpathW gpl;rhldu; nts;sp tbtpy; 
juprdk; jUfpd;whu;.       Mjp rq;fuu; tpRtehj m\;lfk;> md;dG+uzp 
m\;lfk;> kzp fu;zpfh m\;lfk; Kjypait ghbAs;shu;. 'mEkhd; fhl;" 
gFjpapy; = rq;fuklKk;> 'Nfjhu; fhl;" gFjpapy; jpUg;gde;jhs; Fkhurhkp (= 
fhrp klk;) klKk; cs;sd. 

fq;fh Mu;j;jp

thuzhrpapy; fq;if Mw;wpd; fiuapy; jpdKk; fq;if MWf;F Mu;j;jp 
topghL elj;jg;ngWtJ fz;nfhs;shf;fhl;rpahFk;. ,e;epfo;it fq;fh Mu;j;jp 
vd;fpd;wdu;. NfhapYf;F tUk; gf;ju;fs; fq;fh Mu;j;jpia Mu;tKld; ghu;f;f 
tUfpd;whu;fs;.
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kASHI VISHWANATH TEMPlE
Kashi Vishwanath Temple is one of the most 

famous Hindu temples and is dedicated to Lord 
Shiva. The Varanasi city is also called Kashi, 
and hence the Temple is popularly called Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple. Located on the western 
banks of the holy Ganges, Varanasi is regarded 
among the holiest of the Hindu cities. The Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple is widely recognised as 
one of the most important places of worship for 
Hindus. Inside the Kashi Vishwanath Temple is 
the Jyotirlinga of Lord Shiva, Vishwanath.

The Temple has been referred to in Hindu 
Scriptures for a very long time and as a central 
part of worship in the Shaiva philosophy. It has 
been destroyed and re-constructed a number 
of times in the history. The last structure was 
demolished by Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal emperor who constructed the Gyanvapi Mosque on its 
site. 

As per Hindu mythology, Lord Shiva married Goddess Parvathi on Mahashivarathri. Residents of 
Kashi - the abode of Lord Vishwanath - celebrate the occasion in a grand style.

The Temple complex consists of a series of smaller shrines, located in a small lane called 
Vishwanath Galli, near the river. The main Temple is quadrangle and is surrounded by shrines of 
other Gods. 

Many leading saints, including Adi Sankaracharya, Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Swami 
Vivekananda, Goswami Tulsidas, Swami Dayananda Saraswati and Guru Nanak have visited the 
site. A visit to the Temple and a bath in the river Ganges is one of many methods believed to lead 
one on a path to Moksha (liberation). Thus, Hindus from all over the world try to visit the place at 
least once in their lifetime. 

There is also a tradition that one should give up at least one desire after a pilgrimage the Temple, 
and the pilgrimage would also include a visit to the Temple at Rameshwaram in Tamil Nadu in 
Southern India, where people take water samples of the Ganges to perform prayer at the Temple and 
bring back sand from Rameshwaram. Many legends record that a true devotee achieves freedom 

from life and death by the worship of Lord Shiva. 
There is a popular belief that Lord Shiva himself 
whispers the mantra of salvation into the ears of 
people who die naturally in Kashi.
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Ask any parent if they want their children 
to be successful, and the most definite 
answer will be a resounding “YES!”. 

Probe a bit further, and focus on Asian or maybe 
even Indian parents, and ask what “being 
successful” means. You will most likely get an 
answer that goes along the lines of, “get a good 
education, get a good job job (maybe doctor, 
engineer, lawyer, and more recently, software 
developer), or start your own company, and make 
lots of money”. 

For a parent to have such dreams and desires 
for their child is perfectly normal and expected, 
and most parents will motivate their children to 
pursue such a path in life. However, a very important thing that we have to ask ourselves is, “Whose 
dream is the child fulfilling?” Is it the child’s or the parents? In the extremely hectic and busy schedule 
that we live, did we stop to ask our children how exactly they want to live their lives? What is it that 
they want to achieve? And most importantly, what makes them happy?

Therein lies the crux of the matter-at-hand, which is even more pertinent for the current and future 
generations. Many parents have a mindset I mentioned because we were brought up in a similar 
environment where educational success meant economical success and that was the only way to 
lead a comfortable life. 

That was more than 30 years back and the education landscape has changed so much today. The 
change that is always constant is being seen at all levels of our education system, from pre-school 
all the way to graduate studies. Students currently in Primary 1 this year will be the first batch to 
receive a new set of PSLE results that will have wider scoring bands instead of the aggregate score. 
The pupils are increasingly being encouraged to express themselves and embrace applied learning 
together with the development of character and life skills. 

In 2004, the Direct School Admission (DSA) scheme was introduced, which allows secondary 
schools to admit students based not on just their grades but their artistic and sporting merits. At the 
tertiary level, polytechnics and universities are expanding their aptitude-based admissions to allow 
students who may not have the academic grades, but show interest and passion, to get into the 
course of their choice. 

Our university sector is also developing itself into one that is in a better position to serve an 
increasingly sophisticated economy, by providing greater opportunities for our young to excel. 
Continuing Education and Training (CET) provides another viable degree pathway for many students 
who prefer to work and study at the same time. 

Why is all this information important, especially for parents? 

It shows that the Government recognises the changes in the educational landscape and the 
requirements for future generations, and it is taking the right steps to provide every child the best 
opportunity to fully develop himself in his own area of passion, at his own pace.

“Everybody is a Genius. But if you judge 
a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will 
live its whole life believing that it is stupid.”  
– Albert Einstein

By Ravi Suppiah
EDuCATING THE NEXT GENERATION
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Do not put undue pressure on your children to 
just get good grades, but encourage them more 
to embrace the culture of learning and derive joy 
from it. Focus more on getting them to enjoy what 
they are learning and let them see the bigger 
picture of why they need to acquire a better 
understand of certain subjects. If they can see 
how it relates back to fulfilling their own dreams, 
they will move forward with an intrinsic desire to 
learn more. 

“If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn.”
This is very important, because, many parents engage tutoring services for their children, and 

spend a considerable amount of money on it. If the child is unable to absorb the information from his 
class in school, and the tutor is following the same approach, then you can’t expect the child to benefit 
much from these additional classes. Spend some time to experiment and discover the best approach 
for your child. Sometimes, a drawing and some animated play is all that is needed to replace a chunk 
of words from a textbook, and the child understands it so much better after that.

Acquiring certain knowledge from school in the early stages of your life and expecting them to 
provide a solid career path in a particular profession may no longer be possible. The recent Future 
of Jobs report published last year argues that we are entering a “fourth industrial revolution” in which 
millions of white collar and administrative jobs will be destroyed through technological change in the 
next five years alone. Advancing sectors ranging from nanotechnology to robotics to data analysis 
will replace many of these jobs. The future economy will need strong vocational skills as well as 
soft skills. A top hiring manager at Google recently mentioned, “while good grades don’t hurt”, the 
company is looking for softer skills too: “leadership, humility, collaboration, adaptability and loving to 
learn and re-learn”.

Parents will generally feel that without good grades, their children won’t even get opportunities 
in reputable organisations. It is good to note that the mindset of the employer is also changing. 
Employers throughout the world report that the education system is not delivering the skills that they 
need. In 2015, more than a third of global companies reported difficulties filling open positions owing 
to shortages of people with key skills. As a result, many organisations are implementing their own 
assessment methods to select the right candidate for their organisation that goes beyond the grades 
obtained. Some of my own graduating students have secured positions in top MNC’s because they 
were able to effectively demonstrate their expertise and domain knowledge, even though, they didn’t 
have good grades to support them. 

To end, I would like to encourage parents not to be overly concerned about the economical progress 
of your child in the future. Let them define “success” on their own terms and pursue their passion with 
all their heart. The traditional educational and career route are already losing their appeal amongst 
our youth. We may think that some of these non-traditional routes may not give them the economical 
success that is needed to survive in a competitive society like ours. Many children may see the 
current working population as merely running the rat-race and chose to live a life that is simple, and 
yet fulfilling. Give them the space they need to discover themselves and live life on their own terms. 
Have faith that the morals and values that you have nurtured them with, will guide them to figure 
things out as their life progresses. Most importantly, remember to ask them if they are really happy.
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ObITuARIES

The Hindu Endowments Board and the Hindu Advisory Board mourn the loss 
of Mr Ettikkan Sanmugam who passed away on 2 June 2016 at the age of 59. A 
memorial service was held to pay tribute to the departed soul on 2 July 2016 at Sri 
Sivan Temple. It was attended by the Late Sanmugam’s wife, children, close family 
members and friends from his workplace and the Temple community which he had 
so passionately given all his time and life for many years.

The Vice-Chairman of the Hindu Advisory Board, Mr R Dhinakaran, and the 
Advisor of Sri Mariamman Temple and the Late Sanmugam’s classmate, Dr T 
Chandroo, shared their thoughts at the solemn ceremony which began with a 
minute’s silence.

The Late E Sanmugam had served with the Hindu Endowments Board and the Hindu Advisory Board 
in several capacities. He was Secretary of HAB for six years, committee member in Sri Mariamman 
Temple, Editor of the Hindu News and also Editor of Sri Mariamman Temple’s Mahakumbabishegam 
commemorative publication.

Recounted Dr Chandroo, “His unstinting love for the Tamil language was of the highest order. And as a 
Broadcast Journalist with Mediacorp, he dedicated his entire life for the development of the Tamil language 
and culture. The best way that I can describe Shan is as a friend who would stick by in any weather; the 
type of friend that would stand in any storm, with rain pouring down his head, holding an umbrella, calmly 
and carefully, to make sure that my own head did not get wet. That’s how selfless, he was.”

Mr Sanmugam had also served in the various sub-committees of the Board and played a key role in the 
launching of the Project Bhakti. For his contribution to the community, he was conferred the National Day  
award, PBM.  “We were all very lucky to have had him in our lives and as much as he will be missed by 
us all, he will remain with us all, every day as long as we can remember,” concluded Dr Chandroo.

May his soul rest in peace at the feet of the Lord.

The Hindu Endowments Board and Hindu Advisory Board mourn the passing 
away of Mdm Aiyadurai Vasugi on 3 July 2016 at the age of 61. 

She came on to support HEB with her volunteering services in 1990, where she 
helped to run the SSPT Family Counselling Services. Needy Hindu devotees were 
supported financially and through giving of food rations. This went on until the setting-
up of SINDA’s FSC, which later took over all the cases. Mdm Vasugi then took on the 
duties of looking after Mr Sivadas Sankaran together with several others from HEB 
and medical volunteers for 12 years. (Today, the HEB-Sivadas Bursary Award helps 
needy Hindu students with their tertiary education fees.) Concurrently, she was a religious counsellor 
with HEB-Ashram for its residents. Subsequently, she went on to serve in HEB-Ashram’s Management 
Committee as its Secretary for a few terms.

In addition, she also took care of the management of Destitute Death cases for HEB. The team also 
fulfilled the needs of religious counselling at Hospices, SAF Detention Barracks, and Prisons, Medical 
hospitals / Institute of Mental Health by itself and through the use of Temple priests. For all her good 
services, she was honoured with numerous awards and even the Friend of MCYS award.

She was an ardent supporter and volunteer during the annual Thaipusam and Fire Walking Festival 
and Kumbabishegam related events. She was also a long-serving volunteer probation officer as well. 
She touched and motivated many lives to bring about change in the behaviour of her charges. Many of 
the former Ashram residents call her when they needed help or are were in a difficult situation. She was 
also teaching the student prisoners in prisons as well. Her contributions will never be forgotten. After 
providing selfless seva to HEB in all these 25 years on many fronts, she has finally gone back home to 
God. May her soul rest in peace. 

Ettikkan Sanmugam

A. Vasugi
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fIRE WAlkING fESTIVAl 2016  
தீமிதி விழா 2016

The annual Fire Walking Festival will 
be held at Sri Mariamman Temple on 
Sunday, 23 October 2016. Special 

poojas for the Festival in the forthcoming 
days have been tabulated below. 

Date / Day  
Njjp / ehs;

Time
Neuk;

Programmme
epfo;r;rp epuy; 

1–10–2016, Saturday PM
Sri Mariamman Padi Iranguthal followed by Navarathri / 
= khupak;kd; gb ,wq;Fjy; kw;Wk; etuhj;jpup

7–10–2016, Friday
to

9–10–2016, Sunday
AM

Paalkudam / ghy;Flk;
Kumbiduthandam / Fk;gpLjz;lk;

Angaprathachnam / mq;fg;gpujl;rzk;

10–10–2016, Monday PM Sri Saraswathi Poojai / = ru];tjp G+i[    

11–10–2016, Tuesday PM Sri Vijayadasami / Ambu Eithal / = tp[ajrkp / mk;G va;jy; 

15–10–2016, Saturday AM Commencement of Firewalking Viratham / jPkpjp tpujk; Jtf;fk;

14–10–2016, Friday
to

16–10–2016, Sunday
AM

Paalkudam / ghy;Flk;
Kumbiduthandam / Fk;gpLjz;lk;

Angaprathachnam / mq;fg;gpujl;rzk;

17–10–2016, Monday 
to

20–10–2016, Thursday
AM

No Paalkudam / ghy;Flk; ,y;iy;
Kumbiduthandam / Fk;gpLjz;lk;

Angaprathachnam / mq;fg;gpujl;rzk;

21–10–2016, Friday
to

22–10–2016, Saturday
AM

Paalkudam / ghy;Flk;
Kumbiduthandam / Fk;gpLjz;lk;

Angaprathachnam / mq;fg;gpujl;rzk

21–10–2016, Friday PM
Silver Chariot Procession – 1st Day / 
nts;sp ujk; Cu;tyk; – Kjy; ehs;

22–10–2016, Saturday PM
Silver Chariot Procession – 2nd Day / 
nts;sp ujk; Cu;tyk; – ,uz;lhk; ehs;

23–10–2016, Sunday

Midnight Paalkudam / ghy;Flk;

Midnight Chakravarthi Kottai / rf;ftu;j;jp Nfhl;il

AM Padukalam / gLfsk;

PM FIREWALKING CEREMONY / jPkpjpj; jpUtpoh

24–10–2016, Monday PM
Silver Chariot Procession – 3rd Day / 
nts;sp ujk; Cu;tyk; – %d;whk; ehs; 

25–10–2016, Tuesday AM Closure of Firepit / jPf;Fop %Ljy;

26–10–2016, Wednesday PM Sri Dharmaraja Pattabishegam / = ju;kuh[h gl;lhgpN\fk;

27–10–2016, Thursday PM Manjal Neeraduthal / kQ;rs; ePuhLjy;
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Goddess Durga is worshipped in many forms during the Navarathri festival – 
Parvati, Lakshmi, Saraswathi, Kali, etc. In these forms, She protects her devotees 
from all evil forces and establishes peace on the earth. Colour the picture to give 
it a complete look.

Category 1 (Age group: 5–8 years)
Name:
Age:
Contact number:
Address:

Send in your entries, complete with details 
by 31 October 2016 to:

The Editor, Hindu News
Hindu Endowments Board

Singapore 218123

Kids' Zone
C
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 th
e 

lin
e
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Category 2 (Age group: 9–12 years)
Name:
Age:
Contact number:
Address:

Send in your entries, complete with 
details by 31 October 2016 to:

The Editor, Hindu News
Hindu Endowments Board

Singapore 218123

Here are the winners of the Kids Zone activities 
from Hindu News Issue 02-2016:

Category 1 prize winners:

1st prize: Sathiyabalan
2nd prize: S K Sunjaiy
3rd prize: Nivetha M.

Category 2 prize winners:

1st prize: Sahil M.
2nd prize: Shivesh S.
3rd prize: Devasree

Congratulations to all of you!

During festive periods, intricate and colourful kolams and rangolis can be seen at 
entrances of homes. Such patterns are drawn for auspiciousness. In the space below, 
draw a colourful kolam or rangoli design.

Kids' Zone


